Burge jury recesses after deliberating about an hour
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The federal jury deciding the fate of former Chicago police Cmdr. John Burge recessed for the day at about 4:15 p.m. after deliberating for about 75 minutes.

The jury is scheduled to resume deliberations at 9:30 a.m. Friday.

Jurors are deciding whether Burge lied about his use or knowledge of torture to coerce confessions from suspects. During closing arguments,  prosecutors and defense lawyers faced off on the key question in the case: Who do you believe, Burge or the suspects?

Prosecutors bluntly told jurors: "Jon Burge is the liar."

During more than an hour-long closing argument, Asst. U.S. Atty. David Weisman honed in on Burge's defense that all of the witnesses against him must be either misremembering or lying and that Burge was the only one telling the truth.

After recalling how witnesses who had no connection to each other alleged many of the same allegations of torture, and how medical staff and attorneys corroborated their accounts, Weisman said Burge wanted jurors to believe that all of the witness are incorrect.

"The defendant wants you to believe that all those people are liars, mis-interpreters or mis-rememberers. He's (Burge) the only truth teller. But Jon Burge is the liar," Weisman said.

Weisman said Burge's lies were demonstrated in his testimony that he never once checked in on Andrew Wilson during his interrogation at the former Area 2 headquarters for the killing of two Chicago police officers.

"There is no possible way that after all the work on that case -- a case that still brings emotion to him -- that he wouldn't have checked in on Andrew Wilson. He told you that he often checked in on interrogations and that he brought food and water to suspects -- he was Mr. Friendly. But in Andrew Wilson's case he never once looked in?" Weisman said. "Give me a break. That is a bald-faced lie."

The prosecution also attacked the defense's implication that the alleged victims of torture by Burge and his detectives conspired with one another to concoct the allegations.

Continuously pointing out that lawyers' statements aren't evidence, Assistant U.S. Atty. April Perry noted that all five victims weren't in custody at the same time. No abuse complaints were made as of 1985 and no lawsuits filed, she said.

"They may be criminals, but there is no evidence that they lied on the witness stand," she said.

Burge's reasoning for choosing the victims was simple, Perry said.

"He (Burge) chose them because he thought they were bad people who wouldn't be believed," she said.

Perry also picked over Burge's inconsistent statements in his written answers in a civil lawsuit.

"The defendant has lied for so long that even basic questions about the truth are confusing to him," she said.

Weisman reminded the jurors that the central issue of the case is whether Burge lied in answers in a civil lawsuit in 2003. But he said that while that was the actual crime at hand, the case is about much more than false answers in a civil suit.

"This case is about Anthony Holmes, Melvin Jones, Andrew Wilson, Gregory Banks and Shadeed Mu'min," said Weisman, reeling off the names of men who alleged they suffered abuse by Burge and detectives under his command.

He said that beyond the damage to the victims, Burge's actions have damaged both the police department and the citizens of Chicago.

"Today the Chicago police officers are working hard to regain the trust that the defendant damaged...and the community the defendant was sworn to protect. They too are trying to regain trust in the criminal justice system," he said. "The defendant has operated above the law and it is time to stop."

But in his closing argument, Burge's lawyer Richard Beuke contrasted Burge's reputation with that of one of his accusers, Holmes, who he repeatedly referred to by the nickname "Satan."

While Burge was serving his country in Vietnam and then as a police officer, Holmes was a street gang leader and armed robber.

"Anthony Holmes' calling in life was crime-infested, drug-infested, gun-infested cesspool" of Englewood, Beuke said.

Lefkow at least three times sustained objections against Beuke, including his assertion that Holmes, like other gang members, made false abuse allegations against police officers and found sympathetic attorneys eager to file lawsuits. The judge directed the jury to disregard the statement.

"Somewhere in the darkest, dingiest corner of hell, Andrew Wilson has to be sitting and laughing hysterically about how he managed to manipulate this system," Beuke said of the convicted cop killer who also accused Burge of torture before his death.

In discussing the Wilson case, Beuke insisted that Burge worked around the clock on the cop slayings and that the evidence led them to Wilson.

"This isn't CSI. This isn't Law & Order," said Beuke, his voice rising to a near-shout. "This is the South Side streets of Chicago, where murders happen every single day. The officers did their job."

If Burge and his officers were "lunatics," then "they should have shot and killed him right there," instead of throwing him down hard and pinning him, Beuke said.

If Wilson had been beaten for hours by a room full of officers, wouldn't reporters, who were swarming Area 2, have heard it? Beuke asked. "A reporter? A cameraman? Somebody?"

He also took issue with the claims that Wilson's injuries were burns, pointing out that hair sometimes singes when it gets too close to heat.

None of the hairs on Wilson's chest or face were singed, Beuke said.

"Those are not burns. They're just not," he said.

The motivations of these men was money from lawsuits against Chicago police, Bueke said before being quieted by an objection from the prosecution that was sustained by the judge.

The streets of Chicago were safe because of Burge, Beuke said in his finish. "Jon Burge wasn't afraid to confront evil out there," Beuke said. "Evil still lurks on these streets. Monsters still lurk on the South Side."

For two hours, Beuke offered a fiery, often sarcastic argument that highlighted the difference between Burge and the men he is accused of torturing.
 
In the 1960s, Burge chose a path of service,  first with the military, where he earned two Bronze Stars for his service in Vietnam, and later in his decision to become a Chicago police officer.
 
Meanwhile, men like Anthony Holmes were bringing violence and crime to the streets of the city's South Side, Beuke said.
 
"You see, while Jon Burge was doing his job as a rookie police officer in the city of Chicago, Anthony Holmes was infecting the neighborhood of Englewood," Beuke thundered in a thick Chicago accent, his raspy voice filling the courtroom. "Anthony Holmes' calling in life was to turn the streets of Englewood into a crime-infested, gun-infested, drug-infested neighborhood."
 
The contrast set the theme for the rest of his argument as he methodically worked through the cases of Holmes, Banks, Mu'min, Jones and Wilson, asking jurors whether they would take the word of convicted, violent felons and gang members over the words of police and prosecutors.
 
In the Mu'min case, he said it was incredible to believe that Burge would have risked playing Russian roulette and smothering the African-American man when there were three black sergeants sitting just outside his office.
 
He argued that Mu'min cooked up the allegations months after his arrest while he was housed in a jail division where Wilson, Jones and other Burge accusers were held. 
 
But Beuke spent the most time on the Wilson case. He said Wilson's allegations were lies because his claims of near-constant torture for more than 12 hours at the Area Two headquarters would certainly have been heard by the throngs of news media outside the station and on the first floor if not several prosecutors who were waiting outside the interview room.
 
He laid the blame for Wilson's injuries on two officers who took him from the detective area to police headquarters, shoving his head into a wall at one point and pistol-whipping him in the back of the head on another occasion.
 
"I don't know what else those two idiots did, but they're the ones who caused his injuries," Beuke said.
 
Meanwhile, Wilson soon realized that he had just confessed to capital murder and concocted the story of torture to try to get out from under his case.
 
"After he leaves Area Two, now it sinks in -- this is a death-penalty case," Beuke said. "He was thinking I gave a confession to killing two Chicago police officers and they're going to seek the death penalty against me."
 
Everything that followed was a result of Wilson's desire to escape justice and also profit, said Beuke, waving a copy of the transcript from Wilson's 1989 civil lawsuit that was read to jurors during the trial.
 
"This transcript of his $10-million trial? This is what it's worth," said Beuke, throwing the document into a trash can. "It's garbage."
 
It was Burge, not Wilson and the others, who has become the victim, Beuke said. He said representing Burge was the "highlight of my legal career."
 
"I'm going to ask you, ladies and gentlemen, based on the evidence in this case, to give Mr. Burge his life back," he said. "Find him not guilty."

